
Providence, Rhode Island:  Michael Sabitoni, the President of the Rhode Island Building and Construction Trades Council 
today unveiled the results of a survey regarding the extension of the runway at TF Green Airport.

President Sabitoni noted,” Contrary to popular opinion a majority of Warwick residents see the economic value of extending 
the runway at TF Green Airport. By a 56% to 42% margin, residents supported the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
approval of the planned extension. Further, the residents by a 70% to 25% margin felt that the Airport was a good neighbor. 
The residents also opposed efforts by the City Council to oppose the extension by a 54% to 37% margin.”

The survey was done by Fleming and Associates, a noted Rhode Island pollster. The survey was based on a telephone survey 
of 302 randomly selected registered Warwick voters. The survey was completed between February 13 and 16th, 2012. 
For the overall sample of 302, the sampling margin of error, 95 out of a 100 times, is approximately 5.64%. The poll was 
commissioned by the Rhode Island Building and Construction Trades Council, Build Rhode Island, the Rhode Island AFL-
CIO and Working Rhode Island.

President Sabitoni continued, “Our hats are off to Mayor Avedisian, the City Council and the Rhode Island Airport 
Corporation. The survey clearly shows that Warwick residents believe their community is headed in the right direction 
by a 53% to 29% margin and 70% of the residents feel the Airport has been a good neighbor.  Also the residents strongly 
supported the efforts to improve the environment by creating a new run-off system to capture de-icing solution. Fully 62% 
of the people felt this was a major incentive to support the expansion. We congratulate the City and Airport leaders on their 
efforts to balance the needs of both the state and city and create a win-win situation for all parties.”

Sabitoni concluded, “The TF Green runway extension is a key economic engine for Rhode Island. Not only will it create much 
needed jobs for Rhode Island residents, but it will also allow Rhode Island residents to travel coast to coast, non-stop. Rhode 
Island cannot afford to sit on the sidelines when it comes to economic development opportunities. The time to act is now and 
we respectfully ask the City Council to move forward by supporting the TF Green runway extension.”

A complete copy of the survey is attached.
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